LIFE OF VIJAYKRISHNA
into one, mighty world-current of universal humanity".
On September ^7, 1833, he died of brain fever at Bristol
—"the Queen of the Sea" ; and his tomb bears the
epitaph:  "A conscientious and steadfast believer in the
unity of Godhead: he consecrated his whole life with entire
devotion to the worship of the Divine Spirit alone."
When Rammohun sailed for England to fight for the
extension- of Indian liberties, a very mediocre man,
Ramchandra Vidyavagish was left in charge of the
prayer-hall. Ramchandra Vidyavagish, it has been said,
was not a thorough Brahmo in that he believed in the
incarnation of God. Belief in the Avatarhood of God is
a negation of the essential Brahmo creed. The interregnum
of Ramchandra Vidyavagish is of little significance in the
history of the Brahmo SamaJ.
With the stepping in of Maharshi Devendranath
Tagore, began the heyday of the Brahmo Samaj. While
Rammohun was trying his best to unite the national waves
of the East and the West into a vast and blessed ocean
of rich thought and culture, and this union was sought
to be effected in and through the Brahmo Samaj with its
rationalistic and independent theism, Devendranath was an
intuitional dualistic thinker and, imbued with the Indian
spirit, wanted to develop the Samaj by swimming with
the current of the Indian tradition. Devendranath's
inspiration came through the channel of the Upanishads,
not however as they are, but subjected to a free inter-
pretation. By interpreting the Upanishads in the manner
he thought best, he tried to organize the Samaj on purely
Indian foundations. In his book Brahmo Dharma
(1848), he culled the choicest gems of Indian religious
thought and culture from the Upanishads, which he studied
so very carefully at Benares. After the return of the four
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